Low-growing Shrubs, Ground Covers, Accent Plants for Shade

tan = keystone plant

Grasses for Shady Sites

Carex pensylvanica

oak sedge

native, spreading ground cover or lawn

Small Shrubs for Shady Sites

Rhus aromatica

fragrant sumac

native, spreading shrub

Symphoricarpos orbiculatus coralberry native, spreading woodland shrub
Shade Perennial Ground Covers, Accents
Asarum canadensis wild ginger native, ground cover

Fragaria virginiana

wild strawberry

native, spreading ground cover

Geranium maculatum

wild geranium

native, spreading ground cover

Helianthus strumosus

woodland sunflower

native, spreading ground cover 3 ft. tall

Parthenocissus quinquefolia

Virginia creeper

native vine or ground cover

Phlox divaricata woodland phlox native, accent plant, protect from rabbits
Podophyllum peltatum mayapple native ephemeral ground cover
Polemonium reptans Jacob's ladder native, accent plant

Solidago flexicaulis zig zag goldenrod native, accent plant

Solidago ulmifolia

elm-leaf goldenrod

native, accent plant

Symphyotricum cordifolium

woodland aster

native, spreads by seed

Viola sororia

common violet

native accent or ground cover, flws spring




